
 

The Honourable Chris Alexander 

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 1L1 

 

August 18, 2014 

Dear Minister Alexander, 

This letter is further to Amnesty International’s letter of October 2, 2013 regarding the case of Deepan 

Budlakoti, a Canadian born and raised man who the government has determined not to be a Canadian 

citizen.  It is our understanding that the Canadian government is seeking to deport Mr. Budlakoti to 

India, the country of birth of his parents.  As we indicated in our earlier letter, Amnesty International is 

concerned that his case raises important issues related to Canada’s international human rights 

obligations with respect to statelessness.  We urged you to intervene in the case to ensure that the case 

is promptly resolved in a manner that ensures Mr. Budlakoti’s rights are protected, consistent with 

Canada’s international obligations. 

It has now been ten months since we wrote.  Mr. Budlakoti’s case remains unresolved.  He has had to 

turn to the courts and that legal challenge is still pending.  Neither the Canadian nor Indian governments 

have recognized him as a national, leaving him stateless.  That statelessness in turn has very significant 

further human rights implications for Mr. Budlakoti, including with respect to his freedom of movement. 

When we last wrote we urged you to take one or both of the following steps and to do so expeditiously: 

- initiate a fair and independent review of the disputed conclusion that Mr. Budlakoti was not 

 entitled to Canadian citizenship when he was born because the Canadian government is of the 

 view that his parents had diplomatic status at that time; and/or 

- recognize or restore his Canadian citizenship, since it appears clear that he is not 

 recognized as an Indian national and has no rights to citizenship in a third country. 

Since that time we have been able to review further documents relevant to Mr. Budlakoti’s case.   

 We have seen the statement from S.J.S. Chhatwal, Former High Commissioner of India in 

Canada, dated 28 August 2013, in which he indicates that Deepan Budlakoti’s father, Chandra 

Shekhar-Budlakoti, was “not with the Indian High Commission in Ottawa in any capacity what so 

ever” after June 1989.  Deepan Budlakoti himself was born four months after that, on 17 

October 1989.   

 



We have been further informed by Mr. Budlakoti’s lawyer that Mr. Chhatwal, who is now 

deceased, has testified unequivocally to the fact that Mr. Budlakoti’s parents were not in the 

High Commission’s employ at the time of Mr. Budlakoti’s birth.  

We have seen nothing laying out the Canadian government’s reasons for disputing or 

disagreeing with this evidence which would, on its face, indicate that Mr. Budlakoti was a 

Canadian citizen when he was born as his parents did not have diplomatic status. 

 We have also reviewed an internal Canada Border Service Agency email which indicates that “on 

March 18th 2013 the Indian High Commission advised that they are not in a position to issue a 

travel document to Mr. Budlakoti as he is not an Indian National.”  Again we have seen nothing 

that lays out the Canadian government’s reasons for disagreeing with or contesting the Indian 

government’s assertion and decision that Mr. Budlakoti is not a citizen of India. 

We are concerned, Minister, that in the face of this evidence, Canada’s position of refusing to recognize 

Mr. Budlakoti’s Canadian citizenship runs counter to the country’s international human rights 

obligations with respect to statelessness and leads to other related human rights violations.  We 

therefore urge you to move immediately to restore or recognize Deepan Budlakoti’s Canadian 

citizenship. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Alex Neve 

Secretary General 

 

 


