
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Honourable Chris Alexander 

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON   K1A 0A6 

               February 14, 2014 

Dear Mr. Minister, 

I am writing in regards to the situation of Deepan Budlakoti. I trust that you are familiar with his 

case. Through our generous citizenship policies, Canada has fostered a long tradition of welcoming 

immigrants with open arms. Mr. Budlakoti’s case violates one of the fundamental principle upon 

which our citizenship policy rests, jus soli. Those born in Canada are guaranteed citizenship, no 

matter the birthplace of their parents. The claim against Mr. Budlakoti is that he was born while his 

parents were employed by the office of the High Commissioner of India to Canada, meaning that by 

a technical consideration, he would not be a citizen. Mr. Budlakoti denies that his parents still 

worked for the High Commissioner at the time of his birth. Whether or not they did, he and his 

parents were never informed that he was not considered a citizen. All the while, he was issued an 

Ontario birth certificate and a Canadian passport. It was only with the threat of deportation that he 

was informed that he had never been Canadian.  

I understand that Mr. Budlakoti has not always been a model citizen. But he admitted his crimes 

and did his time as any Canadian citizen who makes mistakes should. He should not be further 

punished by an attempt to exploit a technicality to remove him to a country to which he, in no way 

belongs. The Indian Government has made it clear that he is not an Indian citizen and so he has 

been rendered stateless and forced to fight to be allowed to stay in the country of his birth. I urge 

you to immediately grant Mr. Budlakoti permanent residence and a prompt path to citizenship. I 



 
 

urge this both so that a young man may have the justice he deserves but also so that our 

immigration system will not fall into ill-repute. The immigrants who come to Canada and help 

power our economy plan to settle here and have children. If it becomes clear that Canada will 

retroactively deny the citizenship of a child of immigrants and attempt to send him back to a place 

from which he never came, Mr. Budlakoti’s case threatens to forfeit all confidence in Canadian 

immigration.  

For Deepan and for the health of Canadian immigration, please right this wrong. 

Sincerely, 

 

Elizabeth May, O.C., M.P. 

Member of Parliament for Saanich-Gulf Islands 

Leader of the Green Party of Canada 

 

 

 


