
August 26, 2013

Dear Mr. Poilievre,

It has come to my attention via social media that Mr. Deepan Budlakoti, a long-time 
resident of Nepean Carleton, was refused an opportunity to meet with you when he 
and his defence team visited your office on Aug. 23 to book a future meeting with 
you in your capacity as Member of Parliament for Nepean-Carleton. In your email, 
you wrote, "While I understand the difficulty of the situation Mr. Budlakoti is in, 
unfortunately there is nothing our office can do to intervene." 

Sir, with all due respect, Mr. Budlakoti's case speaks to the core foundation of what 
it means to be a citizen of a democratic nation-state. The actions of your party's 
policy changes since taking office in 2006 have created the avenues through 
which a human being born and raised for his entire life in this country can be 
deported to a place that he has never before seen in the flesh. Surely you are 
aware of the fact that the assumptions underscoring his deportation order (that the 
government issued his passports and birth certificates in error) are inaccuracies at 
best, in light of testimony given by the physician who delivered Deepan onto 
Canadian soil. Yet despite this, his deportation order stands ready to be served (as 
far as I know, please advise if I am incorrect) pending documentation from the 
government of India. I would appreciate clarification from your government as to 
why they believe the government of India should issue any such paper, 
considering Deepan has never visited India and has spent his entire life in 
Canada, the country of his birth. 

As a concerned dual citizen of Canada and Trinidad & Tobago, I am severely 
disappointed that a member of parliament and member of government could not 
find the time to meet with Mr. Budlakoti and hear about how the government's 
policy choices have created gaps that allow Canadians to fall through cracks and 
into stateless limbo. Even if you refuse to advocate on behalf of your constituent on 
the basis of the well-documented legal errors being made against him, it is 
nonetheless incumbent on you as a member of parliament and Minister of the 
crown to take more seriously the concerns of people living and struggling in your 
constituency. I find it disingenuous and disappointing that on top of declining to 
meet, you claim to understand the difficulties underscoring Mr. Budlakoti's 
situation. If you did, in fact, understand the difficulty of the situation, you would have 
met with him. I urge you to reconsider and to listen carefully to the details of his 
case. This is not a bureaucratic or ideological issue that can be swept under the 
rug, rather, it speaks to a mistake in government policy that is compromising the 
livelihood of a Canadian citizen and running contrary to international human rights 
law that Canada has signed on to. Surely a democracy can recognize when its 
laws run contrary to the basic provisions of international humanitarian law and 
minimal human decency. 

Please advise on your decision so that I can take appropriate action if necessary.

Sincerely,



Ajay Parasram

PhD Candidate, Political Science
Carleton University, Ottawa


